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MEANSGROUP

Founded in Shanghai, MEANSGROUP is a design practice grounded in research and multi-
disciplinary collaboration.

Every spatial decision carries meaning

The name MEANSGROUP is rooted into core philosophy: everything holds intrinsic mean-
ing. Humanistic care is our foundational stance when intervening in any space. We strive
to carve out moments of silent respite amidst the noise and forge a sense of belonging
within an era of endless flux. We view tradition and the future not as opposing extremes,
but as interconnected points along a continuous spectrum. Through an aesthetic practice
grounded in dynamic balance, we seek to seamlessly embed high-quality design into the
everyday, transforming it into a tangible, profoundly felt living experience.

In the contemporary context, deep technological penetration is reshaping human per-
ception. As boundaries between the virtual and real blur, and information redundancy
becomes an irreversible baseline, physical space defined by bodily presence becomes

a scarce experience. Design acts as a spatial response to problems. The logic of form
generation aligns with the spirit of place, refining strategies deeply compatible with the
site in every differentiated context. MeansGroup consistently focuses on the relationship
between spatial interfaces and the body, prioritizing the authentic perception of the user
as an individual.

The practice spans a diverse spectrum of scales, bridging from city to body: urban design,
mega-structures, interior spaces, furniture, wearable products, and even intimate corners
designed for individual meditation. Our work has been recognized with numerous inter-
national professional awards, and Principal Architect Zhou Shimiao was honored with the
Perspective 40 Under 40 Awards.
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An architect raised in a family of artists, Shimiao Zhou brings a hybrid
background spanning sculpture, environmental art, and architecture,
with a practice footprint reaching across Asia, the Middle East, and
North Africa.

Before founding MeansGroup in Shanghai, Zhou served as a core de-
signer at Gensler, where he led the complex geometric design of the
Shanghai Tower’s podium through the project’s full delivery cycle. This
experience shaped a fundamental conviction that would later become
the ethos of his own practice: everything carries meaning —from a city
landmark down to a single component. He has also taught at the Col-
lege of Design and Innovation, Tongji University, and the Department
of Architecture at the University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC),
pursuing the parallel paths of theory and practice.

In independent practice, Zhou's work traverses a wide spectrum of
scales: from urban design and megastructures to interiors, furniture,
wearable objects, and the intimate corner for individual contempla-
tion. His projects have received numerous domestic and international
awards; Zhou himself was honored with the Perspective 40 Under 40
Awards, with works featured in Gooood , Archiposition , Frame , and
other leading publications.

Design Position

Zhou's inquiry is rooted in a sustained investigation of the hu-
man-space relationship. Rather than pursuing form for its own sake,
he develops bespoke solutions that respond precisely to site-specific
conditions, reconstructing the interplay between spatial interfaces and
individual behavior. He remains attentive to the user’s lived experience
within a space—not merely as physical environment, but as a medium
for emotional and perceptual care. Tradition and future, in his view, are
not opposing poles but different points of access along a continuous
spectrum; design of genuine quality should settle into the everyday,
becoming tangible, sensible lived experience.

www.means.group
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XICHANG VANKE GENERAL CLUB RESORT HOTEL
3,500 m2 - 2019
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ZHONGSHAN REJUVENATION RESORT HOTEL 70,000 m2
2012
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ZHONGSHAN REJUVENATION RESORT HOTEL 70,000 m2
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ZHONGSHAN REJUVENATION RESORT HOTEL 70,000 m2
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CONVENTION TOWN , QUANJIAO, CHUZHOU 100,000 m2
2022
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CONVENTION TOWN , QUANIJIAO, CHUZHOU 100,000 m2
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