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Founded in Shanghai, MEANSGROUP is a design practice
grounded in research and multidisciplinary collaboration.

Every spatial decision carries meaning

The name MEANSGROUP is rooted into core philosophy: every-
thing holds intrinsic meaning. Humanistic care is our founda-
tional stance when intervening in any space. We strive to carve
out moments of silent respite amidst the noise and forge a sense
of belonging within an era of endless flux. We view tradition
and the future not as opposing extremes, but as interconnected
points along a continuous spectrum. Through an aesthetic prac-
tice grounded in dynamic balance, we seek to seamlessly embed
high-quality design into the everyday, transforming it into a tan-
gible, profoundly felt living experience.

In the contemporary context, deep technological penetration is
reshaping human perception. As boundaries between the virtual
and real blur, and information redundancy becomes an irrevers-
ible baseline, physical space defined by bodily presence becomes
a scarce experience. Design acts as a spatial response to prob-
lems. The logic of form generation aligns with the spirit of place,
refining strategies deeply compatible with the site in every differ-
entiated context. MeansGroup consistently focuses on the rela-
tionship between spatial interfaces and the body, prioritizing the
authentic perception of the user as an individual.

The practice spans a diverse spectrum of scales, bridging from
city to body: urban design, mega-structures, interior spaces, fur-
niture, wearable products, and even intimate corners designed
for individual meditation. Our work has been recognized with nu-
merous international professional awards, and Principal Architect
Zhou Shimiao was honored with the Perspective 40 Under 40
Awards.
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